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Why No Partial-Birth Abortion Ban in Tennessee? 

 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
have a law banning partial-birth abortions.  But 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭΦ 
 

In 2000, the state Supreme Court, in the case of 
Planned Parenthood v. SundquistΣ άŦƻǳƴŘέ ŀ 
right to abortion in our state Constitution. 
 

!ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
informed consent law was struck down as well 
as our law that required women to wait 48 
hours from the time they were informed to the 
time they had the abortion. In addition, the 
Court struck down the requirement that riskier 
third-term abortions be performed in a hospital 
for the safety of women. 
 

bƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀƴ 
official opinion saying that a ban on partial-
ōƛǊǘƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǎπ
ǇŜŎǘΦέ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ 
has made it very clear that partial-birth abor-
tion can be banned under the U.S. Constitution, the same cannot be said of Ten-
ƴŜǎǎŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ άŦƛȄέ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Senate Joint Resolution 127 would allow you to vote to amend 
ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
of abortion and the legislature will clearly be able to ban partial-
birth abortion. The state Senate has passed SJR 127.  But our 
Representatives must pass it before they adjourn in a few short 
weeks, or Tennesseans cannot vote on the amendment until 
2014! 
 

To find out more and to learn what you can do, go to www.LifePetition.org. 
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